
Meeting of:  Council
Date: Wednesday 12th December 2018
Time: 6.00 pm.
Venue: Council Chamber - Rochdale Town Hall

This agenda gives notice of items to be considered in private as required by
Regulations 5 (4) and (5) of The Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements)
(Meetings and Access to Information) (England) Regulations 2012.

Item 
No.

AGENDA Page No

1.  MAYOR'S COMMUNICATIONS 

To receive any communications from the Mayor. 

2.  APOLOGIES 

To receive any apologies for absence. 

3.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Members are required to declare any disclosable pecuniary, personal 
or personal and prejudicial interests they may have and the nature of 
those interests relating to items on this agenda and/or indicate if S106 
of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 applies to them.    

4.  MINUTES 8 - 13

To authorise the signing of the minutes of the meeting of the Council 
held on 17th October 2018. 

5.  PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND PETITIONS 

To receive petitions and questions from members of the public, where 
these have been received in accordance with the Petitions Scheme 
and/or Council Procedure Rules. 

6.  NOTICES OF MOTION 

The Council is asked to consider the following four Motions that have

been submitted in accordance with Council Procedure Rule 10:

a) It will be moved by Councillor Kelly and seconded by Councillor 
Davidson that:



This Council notes that the Rochdale - Oldham Metrolink tram line has 
the highest number of acts of crime and anti-social behaviour and the 
highest level of fare evasion across the network. Most worryingly, 
several of these criminal acts have in recent months been of an 
extremely violent nature. As a result, passengers have become fearful 
of travelling on the line and resentful of fare evaders.

The Council welcomes the recent crackdown on such activities during 
Operation Infinity when Metrolink staff, Police officers and the 
Council’s Public Safety Team worked together to apprehend offenders 
and deter undesirable behaviour. However  the resources devoted to 
this operation were finite and the operation was time-limited, and there 
is public and elected member concern that, without ongoing 
enforcement, the progress made on making tram travel safer will be 
reversed.

Council recognises that other tram networks in the UK, such as those 
in Nottingham and in Wolverhampton-Birmingham, operate with on-
board conductors, and that the merits of having these staff include:

• Increased Revenue Collection as conductors are able to check 
tickets and passes, and collect outstanding fares from passengers on-
board the tram

• Improved Passenger Safety as the conductor represents a 
visible on-board presence to deter criminal and anti-social behaviour 
and can ensure that passengers are able to board or alight safely

• Better Customer Service as the conductor can respond in 
person to passenger queries and to requests for assistance, such as 
aiding passengers with disabilities or push-chairs Council notes that 
these are the same reasons that the RMT trades union cites in seeking 
the retention of guards on trains in its ongoing dispute with Northern 
Rail.

Given the reasons outlined above, and in light of the estimate that £9 
million in revenue is lost across the Metrolink network in fare evasion, 
Council believes that there is merit in introducing conductors on the 
Rochdale - Oldham Metrolink tram line as a pilot project, and for an 
evaluation to be conducted after a trial period of 12 months of its 
impact, with a view to making conductors permanent should the results 
prove favourable. Council therefore resolves to ask the Chief 
Executive to write to the Chief Executives of Transport for Greater 
Manchester and Metrolink outlining its position and requesting the 



introduction of conductors on the Rochdale - Oldham line as a pilot.

b) It will be moved by Councillor Taylor and seconded by 
Councillor Stott that:

This Council recognises that everyone has a right to feel safe and 
secure. However, with a marked rise in recorded crime, that right is 
under threat; more so across Greater Manchester when compared with 
other parts of the country.

We feel that it is our duty as a Council to challenge this and demand a 
fairer, more equitable distribution of the overall policing budget. This 
Council wants our residents across the Borough to feel safe.  This can 
only be achieved with the allocation of a greater proportion of the 
policing budget to the Greater Manchester conurbation.  This Council 
proposes a two-fold approach to addressing the disparity in funding 
compared to the national average and resolves that:

• Leaders of each political party will lobby the Mayor of Greater 
Manchester to increase his financial commitment to policing and in 
particular, the allocation to Rochdale Borough;

• The Chief Executive will write to the Home Secretary asking that 
Greater Manchester Police receive an increased percentage of the 
national policing budget. 

Furthermore, we would hope our Members of Parliament would 
support this motion by taking similar action and request that the Leader 
and Chief Executive write to both in order to secure their support in 
highlighting this with central government.

c) It will be moved by Councillor Burke and seconded by 
Councillor Hartley that:

Rochdale Council is concerned by the increasing criticisms by airline 
passengers and their bad experiences of travelling through 
Manchester Airport in recent months.

When Manchester Airport was wholly owned by the ten local 
authorities we were delighted with passenger feedback, which on the 
whole was positive and GM residents were rightly proud of ‘ their 
airport ‘.

Since 2001 when the new Airport company was established and local 
authority ownership was reduced from 100% to 64.5%, we have seen 
rapid expansion, increasing passenger numbers, increasing profits and 



customer satisfaction at its lowest level in recent history.

We urge the GM Mayor and the GM Combined Authority to take an 
active interest in these problems and to meet with the MAG Board of 
Directors as a matter of urgency. Passenger satisfaction must come 
first and be given urgent and immediate attention.

d) It will be moved by Councillor O’Rourke and seconded by 
Councillor Dale that:

The council notes that between 2010 and 2017 the number of rough 
sleepers in Greater Manchester has increased six-fold from 41 to 268.

The council also notes Greater Manchester’s increased desirability as 
a tourism destination which shows no sign of decreasing.

The council believes that the best way to help the Greater Manchester 
Mayor in his aim of eradicating rough sleeping by 2020 is by giving him 
reliable financial resources to help tackle the problem. The council also 
believes it is in the best interests of hotels in Greater Manchester to 
see rough sleeping eliminated.

The council notes that a levy of £1, per star, per night on each hotel 
room booked within the Greater Manchester area would raise a high 
level of financial resources for the Greater Manchester Mayor to help 
eradicate rough sleeping.

The council therefore resolves to ask the chief executive to write to the 
appropriate government ministers to request that the Greater 
Manchester Mayor be given tax raising powers with regards to a city 
tax in order to provide him with consistent financial resources to 
eradicate rough sleeping by 2020. 

7.  SETTING 2019/20 BUSINESS RATES BASE 14 - 17

To consider the setting of the business rates base for 2019/20. 

8.  CALCULATION OF THE COUNCIL TAX BASE FOR 2019/20 18 - 22

To consider the statutory council tax base calculation for 2019/20. 

9.  COUNCIL TAX EMPTY PROPERTY CHARGES 23 - 27

To consider a report on Council Tax Empty Property Charges. 



10.  COUNCIL TAX DISCOUNT FOR CARE LEAVERS 28 - 38

To consider the Council tax discount for care leavers. 

11.  SAVINGS PROGRAMME 2019/20 TO 2020/21 - UPDATE 
FOLLOWING CONSULTATION 

39 - 96

This report provides Council with an update on the results of 
consultation on the proposed Savings Programme 2019/20 to 2020/21. 

12.  GREATER MANCHESTER FIRE SERVICE MUSEUM TRUST 
INCLUSION IN THE OUTSIDE BODIES LIST AND FIRST 
APPOINTMENT 

97 - 98

To ask Council to consider including the Greater Manchester Fire 
Service Museum Trust in the Outside Bodies List and the First 
Appointment to the Trust. 

13.  NOMINATION OF DEPUTY MAYOR 2019/2020 99 - 101

To ask Council to consider the Nomination of Deputy Mayor 
2019/2020. 

14.  APPLICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION AS A VILLAGE GREEN 102 - 105

To ask Council to consider amending how Applications for Registration 
as a Village Green are dealt with. 

15.  MEMBERS' QUARTERLY REPORTS 

To receive quarterly reports from Members of the Cabinet, Chairs of 
Township Committees and Chairs of Overview and Scrutiny 
Committees and to permit questions from Members of the Council.  

16.  THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL AND THE CABINET MEMBER 
FOR FINANCE 

106 - 107

17.  DEPUTY LEADER AND CABINET MEMBER FOR PLANNING, 
DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING 

108 - 110

18.  DEPUTY LEADER AND CABINET MEMBER FOR HEALTH AND 
WELLBEING 

111 - 114

19.  THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ENVIRONMENT 115 - 116

20.  THE CABINET MEMBER FOR RESOURCES 117 - 118

21.  THE CABINET MEMBER FOR REGENERATION, BUSINESS, 
SKILLS AND EMPLOYMENT 

119 - 121



22.  THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN'S SERVICES 122 - 123

23.  THE CABINET MEMBER FOR ADULT CARE 124 - 125

24.  THE CABINET MEMBER FOR NEIGHBOURHOODS, COMMUNITY 
AND CULTURE 

126 - 130

25.  THE CHAIR OF HEYWOOD TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 131 - 133

26.  THE CHAIR OF MIDDLETON TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 134 - 136

27.  THE CHAIR OF PENNINES TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 137 - 139

28.  THE CHAIR OF ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 140 - 141

29.  OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES - REPORT OF THE 
CHAIRS 

142 - 143

For more information about this meeting, please contact 
Alison James – Governance and Committee Services

01706 924711
alison.james@rochdale.gov.uk 

mailto:alison.james@rochdale.gov.uk

